
 
 

 

 

COPPER MOUNTAIN CONSOLIDATED METROPOLITAN DISTRICT  
EARNS A CLASS 2 RATING FROM THE INSURANCE SERVICES ORGANIZATION (ISO) 

 
Copper Mountain Consolidated Metropolitan District (CMCMD) received a review of the District’s Public 

Protection Classification (PPC) survey on July 24, 2017. The District’s ISO Class rating improved from 

Protection Class 3 to Protection Class 2. The last review was in 2015 when the District improved from 

class 4 to class 3. 

What does this mean to property owners of CMCMD?  

On average, when a community improves in a class rating, a resident may see a .5% to 1% decrease in 

fire insurance premiums. As a business owner, it may mean anywhere from 2% to 3%, depending on the 

insurance carrier.  The key is to contact your insurance carrier and let them know that the Copper 

Mountain Fire Department/Copper Mountain Consolidated Metropolitan District ISO rating will 

change to Class 2 effective November 1, 2017. Additionally, you ask your carrier what ISO level is 

being used to calculate your fire insurance premium. Each individual insurance carrier will determine 

if they will give a reduction on fire insurance rates and if so, how much.  

It is important to remember that fire insurance is only one part of an insurance policy. It may cover 

damage from snow, hail, wind, earthquake, avalanche, wildfire, and a host of other things. So, even 

though fire insurance costs may be reduced, the other parts of coverage may not. That is between you 

and your carrier.   

What is ISO? 

ISO collects and evaluates information from communities in the U.S. on their structure fire suppression 

capabilities. The data is analyzed using a Fire Suppression Rating Schedule (FSRS) and then a Public 

Protection Classification (PPC) grade is assigned to the community.  

A community’s investment in fire mitigation is a proven and reliable predictor of future fire losses. 

Statistical data on insurance losses bears out the relationship between excellent fire protection—as 

measured by the PPC program—and low fire losses. So, insurance companies use PPC information for 

marketing, underwriting, and to help establish fair premiums for homeowners and commercial fire 

insurance. ISO is an independent company that serves insurance companies, communities, fire 

departments, insurance regulators, and others by providing information about risk. ISO’s expert staff 

collects information about municipal fire suppression efforts in communities throughout the U.S. In each 

of those communities ISO analyzes the relevant data and assigns a PPC grade—a number from 1 to 10. 

Class 1 represents an exemplary fire suppression program, and Class 10 indicates that the area’s fire 

suppression program does not meet ISO’s minimum criteria. 

A community’s PPC grade depends on:  



 
 

--needed fire flows 

--emergency communications 

--fire department (equipment, staffing, training, geographic distribution of fire companies, operational 

considerations, and community risk reduction) 

--water supply 

--Divergence, (this is a calculation that recognizes the disparity between the effectiveness of the fire 

department and the water supply) 

With Copper Mountain Fire Department’s hard work to achieve a Class 2 rating, the District becomes 

one of only 1,324 communities that have achieved a Class 2 rating in the entire United States. The 

number of communities that are reviewed is well over 50,000. 

The District would like to thank Fire Chief Gary Curmode and the Copper Mountain Fire Department 

members and staff for all of their hard work in preparing for this review. Additional thanks go to the 

Public Works Director, Robert Martin and staff from the Water and Sewer Department. This is the 

culmination of more than a year of hard work, research and updating all of the information needed by 

ISO for their review.  

If you have any questions about this, please contact Fire Chief Gary Curmode at 

gcurmode@cmcmdi.com.  
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